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Diversity unites India

The President addressed the nation on the occasion of the 64" Republic Day of the country

India is home to some of the oldest living civilizations .

India is the home of democracy

As a modern republic we are youthful
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In the early days of independence we faced countless chaIIenges
and dangers

Even so, the feeling of India was not disturbed

With faith and determination we embarked on one of the most
unique experiments in human history.

Being a country with such a large and diverse population is unprecedented

Different languages and sects do not divide us

Instead they have made us unite

This is what has succeeded as a democratic republic

This theme of unity in diversity is the heart of the Constitution and has stood the test of time

In that sense, it is the vision of the framers of the Constitution that continues to guide our republic.

Development for all

India has changed from being a poor and illiterate nation to a nation that is confident on the global
stage.

We have to continue to make more efforts to achieve the Gandhian ideal of universal development.

India - Eqypt : 5 Agreements

President of Egypt Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to participate as special guest in India’s Republic Day
celebrations

Both sides unanimously agreed that terrorism has become the biggest threat to mankind

5 agreements were signed between the two countries for cooperation in the fields of culture,
information technology, cyber security, youth affairs and broadcasting.

It was decided to increase bilateral trade to one lakh crore in the next 5 years

Both sides agreed to speed up the exchange of counter-terrorism and intelligence-related information
to further enhance inter-security cooperation.

The President of Egypt Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has expressed his desire to Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to promote the arrival of Indian tourists in Egypt
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Foreign Universities in India

To implement the recommendation of the National Education Policy
2020, the University Grants Commission has issued a model legal
definition for setting up 100 foreign universities in India.

Numerical comparison

The number of Indian students going abroad has increased by 189%
in the last five years

Currently, 10 lakh Indian students are studying in 85 countries from
undergraduate to research studies

While studying in foreign universities, you can internship training
there and get a job abroad after completing your studies

You can work part-time while studying to cover your tuition fees

It is because of these many benefits that many people are
interested in studying abroad

Only 40,000 foreign students study in India’s 1,100 universities

China and Japan, next to the US, have yet to allow foreign
universities to set foot in their country

Consequences and questions

Universities in India are regulated by bodies including University
Grants Commission, All India Council for Technical Education, Indian
Council of Agricultural Research. (UGC, AICTE & ICAR)

There are also specific legal requirements for private universities

While it is said that the foreign universities coming to India will be
given complete independence, it is not mentioned in what way
they will come under higher education institutions.

The National Education Policy 2020 has recommended that the
colonial curriculum structure should be removed and the study and
teaching of social sciences and humanities should be done in
particular.

But these are not said to be mandatory for foreign universities

Ambiguity in definition

According to the statutory definition, only the top 100 universities
in global rankings will be admitted and the top 100 universities
based on curriculum will be selected.

Some universities have standards in certain subjects only

It is not said whether such universities will be allowed to conduct
only those subjects in India or whether they will be allowed to
conduct other subjects as well.

Pre-Budget Halva

This Halva preparation
ceremony is held to mark
the final stage of budget
preparation

India’s Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
going to stir halva and serve
it to her fellow ministry
staff today

This Halva event will be
held in the North Block of
the Parliament

After this, the printing work
related to the budget will
start

On February 1, the Finance
Minister is scheduled to
present the budget for the
year 2023-24 in Parliament

The Union government
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will present
the last budget for the
entire financial year

As elections are due in
2024, only an interim
budget can be presented
next year

The budget is prepared by
the Ministry of Finance in
consultation with the

Central Finance
Commission and concerned
Ministries

It is noteworthy that the
Union Budget Mobile App
was launched after the
Budget was tabled in
Parliament last year for
MPs and the public to
access budget documents
effortlessly.
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Educational programs and subjects

e Foreign universities are said to offer undergraduate, master’s, doctoral, post-doctoral, degree and
certificate courses.

| .

e According to the new education policy, higher education and =
research are now most important

Things to be done

e The mission of Indian higher education institutions is to provide
quality education at affordable cost to all

e It should be ensured that it applies to foreign universities as well

e It has been said that any number of students from any country can
be admitted in foreign universities

¢ Indian students should also be given due importance in this regard

¢ There should be no difference in pay and other benefits between the foreign teachers and the
Indian teachers to be appointed

e It has been announced that foreign universities will be given permission for an initial period of 10
years. This is not correct

e Itshould be amended so that any breach of any of the elements mentioned in the definition by the
universities will result in withdrawal of approval in any year

Republic day

First time

e We are celebrating India’s 74" Republic Day with great pride as Draupadi Murmu, the country’s first
tribal woman president, hoists the national flag for the first time at the newly upgraded and renamed
Duty Route in New Delhi.

3 components

e Republic Dayis celebrated every year to commemorate the coming into force of the Constitution of
India on January 26, 1950.

¢ Inrepublican countries, the constitution acts as the guiding document for the government
e The Constitution of India Act declared India to be a sovereign democratic republic

¢ |t defined the government as having three branches: legislature, executive and judiciary

e The power to amend the Constitution is vested in the legislature, the Parliament

e The constitution has been improved in many ways through such amendments

e But the Supreme Court in Kesavananda Bharati case upheld the “fundamental structure principle”
that these amendments should not violate the fundamental values protected by the state.

Underneath

¢ Thefoundation of the constitution is to protect the values of freedom, equality, fraternity, democracy,
secularism and federalism.

e It cannot be denied that in the last 73 years we have made great progress in all these.
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