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Genetically modified mustard

GEAC approval

• The Supreme Court noted that the risk factors of genetically modified mustard are worrisome.

• The Genetic Engineering Evaluation Committee under the Union Ministry of Environment has recently

given approval for field trials of a genetically modified mustard crop, DMH-11, for commercial

production in India.

Interim ban

• A case was filed in the Supreme Court

• The Supreme Court, which heard the case, issued an interim injunction that no sowing of genetically

modified mustard should be done till further orders.

• There were complaints that genetically modified mustard was being cultivated in defiance of the

Supreme Court ban

Cultivation

• The seeds arrived at the Mustard Research Center of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research on

October 22

• Immediately those seeds were planted

• So far these genetically modified mustard seeds have been cultivated on an experimental basis in a

protected environment

• Testing will be done in open fields following environmental clearance

• If the yield does not reach the appropriate instant hybrid test crop quality level, the cultivation of

this genetically modified mustard shall not be taken to the next stage.

Hazards

• This paves the way for commercial production

• Hybridization is not a new technology

• At present more than 4000 varieties of mustard are produced in India

• Thus, if GM mustard is allowed to grow in open fields, all mustard varieties will be affected.

• Crops produced from these genetically modified seeds are attractant to herbicides

• So these should not be sprayed with herbicides

• But there is no formal procedure to monitor that farmers do not spray pesticides

• So allowing these crops is likely to cause serious harm to humans and animals
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History of Surveys

• India has had seven censuses since independence

• In these surveys only details of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are collected

• In the absence of data relating to other castes, it is impossible to estimate the population of OBCs

even today

• In 1990, when the VP Singh-led government gave reservation to the OBCs, the reservation was

based on the 1931 census.

• The 1931 census estimated the OBC population at 52 percent

• After 1931, no government made such an attempt to enumerate the backward.

• The Congress-led UPA government conducted a socio-economic and caste-wise census in 2011, but

the details of the census have not been released till date.

Erroneous data

• No caste registers were prepared before the 2011 caste-wise census

• Mistakes were also made by enumerators spelling the same caste differently

• The number of caste types is high because there is no systematic way to combine or separate same

or similar castes with different spelling errors

What now?

• Scheduled castes benefit from reservation through caste-based census

• It is argued that reservation is not given based on their original numbers even though reservation is

available to backward classes

• Government of Bihar is conducting caste wise census

• After Bihar, other states including Tamil Nadu are expected to conduct caste-wise census

Central Government’s stance

• By conducting a caste-wise survey of all castes, including backward and advanced castes, it will be

possible to know which castes are still backward and which castes are enjoying government benefits

even after progressing.

• It is argued in favor of caste-wise census that it can ensure that the government’s policies and

benefits, including reservation, reach the rightly qualified people.

• The Central Government has told the Supreme Court that the conduct of population census is a

policy decision of the government and the court cannot interfere in it

100 days of employment program implementation

• Odisha’s Ganjam district ranks first in the country in the 100 Days Rural Employment Programme

• Thiruvannamalai district of Tamil Nadu is ranked third

• According to Ganjam district official, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme

has been provided to 63,449 households in Ganjam district during the current financial year.

• 2.26 crore working days have been created making it the first district in the country

• He said that the district has stood first in the state of Odisha in the participation of women in the

100 days employment scheme

• Following Ganjam district, Rajasthan’s Barmer is second with 2.18 crore work days and Tamil Nadu’s
Tiruvannamalai is third with 2.13 crore work days.
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Freebies Scheme

People’s Welfare Scheme

• The difference between welfare program and sweets offered for winning elections should be clearly
defined

• Population welfare schemes are very carefully planned and their beneficiaries
are defined

• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme is an example
of this

Freebies

• Freebies are aimed at short term gain

• Announcements like free electricity, free drinking water and massive bank loan waivers continue to be
dangerous announcements

• These freebies do not increase the productivity of the state

• And the government’s reckless spending and debt burden continue to pile up, a vicious circle

Earthquake

 Earthquake occurred in the
states of Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Bihar, Haryana, Rajasthan

 A powerful earthquake
struck India’s neighboring
Nepal in the afternoon,
centered in the
Sudurpashchim region.

 It registered 5.9 on the
Richter scale

Punjab

• The value of freebies declared in Punjab is 45.4 percent of the state’s
total revenue

• Due to this, the resulting revenue shortfall, increase in debt and
interest on the loan is an additional burden

• 21% of Punjab’s total revenue goes to pay interest on loans already
taken

• According to RBI, the ratio between State Production and Fiscal Deficit
of the following states exceeds the value of 3

• Kerala - 4.1 • West Bengal - 3.5

• Punjab - 4.6 • Rajasthan - 5.2

• Uttar Pradesh - 4.3 • Andhra - 3.2

• TN 3.8

Discounts

• Leading economists have warned that reverting to the old pension scheme for government employees
is a controversial decision that will create another debt burden and economic slowdown

• Power tariff concessions also play a major role in the debt burden of state governments.

Caste wise census

• The caste-wise census in Bihar was started on January 7

• This is the first caste-wise census conducted by a state government

in India since independence

• Several cases were filed in the Supreme Court seeking a ban on this

• A bench headed by a Supreme Court judge B R Gavai dismissed

those cases


