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• Senior advocate Saurabh Kripal, son of former Chief Justice of the
Supreme court BN Kirpal, has openly declared himself to be
heterosexual.

Saurabh Kripal

• His comment that her non-promotion was due to heterosexual
attraction was controversial

• In 2017, the Delhi High Court Collegium recommended him for
elevation as a High Court judge.

• The Supreme Court Collegium approved the recommendation in
November 2021 and sent the recommendation to the Central
Government.

• But the central government sent it back for reconsideration

Reasons

• The central government has objected to the appointment of advocate
Saurabh Kripal based on intelligence inputs

• The objections were cited because he had openly expressed his
heterosexual attraction and his partner was a Swiss citizen

• Saurabh Kripal’s open statement about same-sex attraction deserves
welcome

• The Constitutional Bench of the Supreme Court said that same-sex
attraction is not a crime

• Since Saurabh’s partner is from India’s friendly country, no threat to
national security is seen through him

• Many people who hold high positions in India are married to foreigners

• Taking them into consideration, the collegium is again recommending
Saurabh as a judge of the Delhi High Court

• The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
announced on November 15, 2022 that the world’s population has
crossed 8 billion.

• The top two most populous countries in the world were China
followed by India

• The population of China in 2022 is 141.18 million

• This is a decrease of 8.5 lakhs compared to 2021, according to a recent
official announcement from the country

Adam’s Bridge

• The Ram Bridge, also
known as Adam Bridge, is
located 50 km into the
sea between Pampan in
Tamil Nadu and Mannar
Island in Sri Lanka.

• According to the Puranas,
this bridge was built by
Rama to rescue Sita

• The Setusamudra Canal
project was set up in 2005
during the United
Progressive Alliance
government

• Subramaniaswamy filed a
case against this in the
Supreme Court

• He demanded that the
Ram Bridge to be declared
a national ancient symbol
and that the Setusamudra
canal project to be
banned.

• In 2007, the Supreme
Court after investigating
this ordered a ban on the
Setusamudra canal
project.
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• The one-child policy enforced by the Chinese government has caused the birth rate to plummet for years

• The number of senior citizens has rised
• Seven years after the policy was abandoned, China continues to experience a steady decline in population

proportions with no change
• India, which is considered to have progressed to the first place in terms of population, has a large

population of 15 to 29-year-olds, making our country the youngest country in the world.
• India’s 15 to 64-year-old population is 68% by 2022
• At 25.3 crore, India has the largest population of young adults in the world, with only 7 per cent of the

population over the age 65.
• By 2050, India’s population is projected to be 166.8 crores, while China’s population is expected to remain

at 131.7 crores.
• The average age of Chinese people is 38.4
• In Japan it is 48.6 and the world average is 30.3
• The average age in India is 28

• The Census of India, which was supposed to be held in 2021, has been postponed due to the spread of
covid-19

• With the deadline for demarcation extended to June 30, 2023, the census could be held a few months
later.

• Two different cases in Uttarakhand have drawn attention

• The first was the order issued by the state high court on December 20, asking more than 50,000 people
living in the Haldwani area to leave.

• The Supreme Court had granted an interim stay on the order on appeal in a case of encroachment of land
owned by the Railways.

• Joshimath disaster: The government is taking steps to evacuate people from the city, which is buried in
the ground

• In both these cases the main reason people suffer is due to unplanned development projects

Haunted secret

• The question raised by the authorities in the Haldwani case is whether it is right for people to live where
railway expansion works are to be done

• The question raised by the people is whether what is being built in the occupied area, from schools to
places of worship, has not caught the wide eyes of the government administration.

• It is a well-kept secret that Joshimath’s story revolves around the impact of development work so far

Risk of setting up

• Located at an altitude of 6150 feet in the Himalayas, the uncracked buildings in Joshimath can be counted
on fingers today.

• The world’s youngest mountain, the Himalayas, is still undergoing many changes

• But most people don’t realize that those changes can lead to disasters

• Uttarakhand is facing various hazards like melting of glaciers, cloud bursts, flash floods and landslides

• This state is located in an earthquake prone zone 5

• Joshimath is located in the middle of the Himalayan slopes

• The slopes here are severely eroded due to heavy rains that widen and divert the rainwaters.
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• The city is built on the ruins of the disastrous melting of the glaciers
in the 19th century

• A place that is not fit for large population of people to live

Construction works

• The major cause of the disaster is the Tapovan-Vishnughat
hydroelectric power project being constructed by the National
Thermal Power Corporation in Tapovan area, 15 kilometers from
Josimath.

• For this purpose tunneling through mountains and blasting of rocks
continued

• Another important problem is when the government plans to convert
the pilgrimage route into a tourist destination

• A case in point is the Char Dham highway project launched in 2016 to
connect the four holy places of Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri and
Yamunotri.

• Loosening of rock grip on land due to water intrusion is a problem
faced by Uttarakhand state.

Unheeded warnings

• A 1976 report by the MC Misra Committee warned that the city of
Joshimath was in danger of being buried underground.

• It suggested that landslides can be prevented by planting more trees

• Government agencies including the State Government’s Disaster
Management Authority also issued a warning

• But deforestation for development projects continued unabated

• Construction works parallel to the flat areas were also carried out in
the hilly areas

Previous destructions

• In 2009, due to heavy construction work, underground water flow
was disturbed and gushed into a spring, flooding the streets of
Joshimath.

• As 70 million liters of water per day flowed out, a vacuum formed

 The Supreme Court in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence
case held that the accused
should not be kept in jail
indefinitely until the
conviction.

 On October 3, 2020, a
farmers’ protest was held in
Tikonia, Lakhimpur Kheri
District, Uttar Pradesh.

 One of the BJP cars that
came there hit the farmers

 V iolence ensued. Eight
people, including four
farmers, died in the incident

 Union Home Minister Ajay
Kumar Mishra’s son Ashish
Mishra was said to be in one
of the BJP cars, and 13
people including him were
arrested.

 They have been booked
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
including murder,
attempted murder and
criminal charges and have
been imprisoned.

beneath the ground, further weakening the rocks

• In 2013, the Himalayan Tsunami caused havoc in the area surrounding the Kedarnath Temple.

• On 7th February 2021 the damage caused by rockfall and avalanche in Rishiganga and Dhauliganga rivers
was severe.

• The damage continued up to the Alaknanda river which flows near Joshimath

• Hundreds were died

Jakarta

• The fastest sinking city in the world is Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia

• Most of the reasons for the city’s condition are applicable to Joshimath

• In Karnaprayag, which is 80 km from Joshimath, more than 50 houses are also cracked.

• Shimla, the capital of Himachal Pradesh, is moving towards a similar position due to almost the same
factors.


