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Parliamentary Budget Series

e Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad Venkatesh said that the financial status report session
of Parliament will begin on January 31 with the President’s speech.

e On the same day, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
present the Economic Survey 2022-23 in both the Houses.
Two phases

e The Financial Statement Session of Parliament begins on January
31

e President Droupadi Murmu addresses a joint session of the Lok
Sabha & Rajya Sabha

e Aseries of meetings lasting about two months will consist of 27
sessions

e Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Central
Fiscal Status Report in the Lok Sabha on February 1.

e The first phase of the financial statement series will also conclude on February 14

e The second phase of the series will resume on March 12 and continue till April 6

Interval
e The one-month interval from February 14 to March 12 will be fully utilized in the session.

e This interval will be used to examine the requests for grants related to various departments by the
parliamentary standing committees and to prepare reports related to various ministries and
departments.

Hazardous electronic waste

Electronic waste products
e Chinais the largest generator of e-waste, followed by the US and India

e Disused computer equipment, washing machines, air conditioners used in homes and offices, radio
sets, television sets, and mobile phones are becoming major waste products.

Mumbai tops

e According to the 2021 study, the amount of e-waste discarded after
use is 5.7 crore, which is more than the Great Wall of China.

¢ InIndia, Mumbai ranks first, Tamil Nadu ranks second and Andhra
Pradesh ranks third in generating e-waste

e About 50 of the 1000 electronic components in a computer are
toxic

e When these products are discarded by consumers and thrown in
public places, they greatly affect the environment
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Recycling

Only 17% to 20% of the 5.3 million tons of e-waste generated annually globally is recycled and
reused.

About ten lakh tonnes of e-waste brought by sea from foreign countries accumulates in India every
year

According to media reports, 8,000 tonnes of e-waste is dumped in Bengaluru alone every year.

Internationally, only twenty-eight countries recycle e-waste

Toxic air

Chemicals such as silicon, lead, mercury, sulphur, and dioxins in discarded electronics react with air
and external moisture and heat to release toxic fumes.

When humans breathe this toxic air, their kidneys, heart, lungs, nervous system etc. are greatly
affected

When such wastes are buried in the land, the water holding capacity of the soil is affected and the
land becomes barren due to this.

E-waste also contains precious metals such as gold, copper, cadmium, cerium, indium, and palladium.
Statistics show that proper recycling of discarded e-waste can generate higher returns

Although electronics manufacturers charge service tax along with product price for e-waste
management, they often do not engage in e-waste management.

E-Waste Eco Park

Delhi State Environment Minister Gopal Rai has recently said that India’s first electronic eco-park
will be set up in Delhi covering an area of 21 acres to reduce e-waste and recycle it properly.

Ganga Vilas

MV Ganga Vilas is a luxury cruise from Varanasi via Bangladesh to Dibrugarh in Assam.
MV Ganga Vilas is a luxury cruise ship built in Kolkata

The ship is operated by a private company called Heritage River Journeys

It is the longest river cruise in the world

This ship takes 52 days to reach Dibrugarh from Varanasi

The ship covers a distance of more than 3200 km
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Tourist sites

5 states like UP, Bihar, Jharkhand, Assam, West Bengal and the
neighboring state of Bangladesh come along its route.

Tourists traveling on this ship can visit 50 tourist destinations
including World Heritage Monuments, National Parks, Patna in
Bihar, Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata in West Bengal, Dhaka in
Bangladesh, Guwahati in Assam.

After reaching Kolkata, the ship will proceed to Dhaka port in
Bangladesh, from where Ganga Vilas will enter Assam via
Brahmaputra river and reach Dibrugarh.

There were only 5 national waterways in the country, now there
are 11 national waterways

Waterways not only help the environment but also save money

The cost of running these is two and a half times less than that of
roadways

Similarly, water transportation costs only one-third of the cost of
rail service

Handloom

Weaving is the second largest industry in India and the weaving
industry has a unique specialty

Out of 35 lakh weavers living in villages and small towns in our
country, 25 lakh are women

Strengthening of weaving industry will automatically fulfill many
objectives like rural development, women advancement, social
development, self-reliant India.

Burying Joshimath City

Uttarakhand’s Joshimath
town sank 5.4 cm in just 12
days, according to

photographs released by
the Indian Space Research
Organization.

Joshimath is a town located
at the foothills of the
Himalayas in Chamoli
district of Uttarakhand

The city is the gateway to
famous holy sites like
Badrinath

As the city is slowly sinking
into the ground, the
buildings and roads,
including houses, have
cracked

Photograph

L2

Joshimath city
photographed by ISRO’s
National Center for Remote
Sensing by Cartosat 2S
satellite

It revealed that the city of
Joshimath was buried
rapidly in the 12 days from
December 27 to January 8

Reason

High volume of tourist
arrivals

Climate change

Landslides are caused by
continuous construction
work on the hill
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