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NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE

 § The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is to be awarded to the following three scientists 
: Karl Deisseroth (54), Professor at Stanford University, California, USA, Peter Hegemann 
(71), Senior Professor at Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, Georg Nagel (73), Professor 
at the University of Würzburg, Germany.

 § The prize has been announced for their research on optogenetics, a technique that 
explains how the brain’s nerve cells shape memories, emotions and behaviour through 
light-based control.

 § The three laureates will share a prize amount of 12 million Swedish kronor, approximately 
Rs.11.50 crore.

 § Optogenetics is now being widely used in laboratories across the world to understand 
the mysteries and functioning of the brain.

 § The Nobel Prizes have been awarded since 1901, in accordance with the will of Swedish 
scientist and inventor of dynamite Alfred Nobel.

 § Nobel Prizes are awarded annually in the  elds of : Physiology or Medicine, Physics, 
Chemistry, Literature, Peace, Economic Sciences.


